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FICTION / Romance / Contemporary 

AUDIENCE
•	 Fans of a suspenseful out-of-the-box story 
of travel and curious love, rich characters, 
and the existential search for meaning

•	 Perfect for book clubs to invite engaging 
conversation with the connection to nature 
and traditions, travel and unusual family 
constellations

•	 All genders and all races, as it is a 
universal story that can happen to anyone 
who falls in love with a wrong person

ONLINE
www.deborahjeanne.com
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THE SINKING OF THE 
LEONARDO DA VINCI 
DEBORAH JEANNE WEITZMAN  

DESCRIPTION
An impossible love. An impossible choice.

It is 1976, in New York. Joanna, a dreamy and sensitive girl, suffers deep loneliness. The world of music, 
of songwriting, draws her toward something deeper, if only she had permission to enter that world. When 
she meets Luca, onboard The Leonardo da Vinci, her wildest dreams come true. He—the young navigator 
of the ship, rebellious and passionate—gives her that permission. They fall hopelessly in love, and against 
all odds, she travels to Rome to be with him. When she arrives, he has drastically changed. Never knowing 
what turned him so callous, this dark seed contaminates the rest of her life.

Back in NY, she runs into her former professor, Stuart, a visionary environmentalist, and they marry. 
Older than Joanna, he is her anchor and benevolent father figure. To never be burned again, she vows to 
stay far from the rocky shoals of passion. To keep that vow, she buries her creative soul, her real voice, and 
her music. When Stuart unexpectedly dies of a heart attack, her unlived self awakens with a vengeance. 
Hoping to heal, she travels to the walking trails of Cinque Terre, where she unexpectedly reawakens both 
passion and comfort in her relationships, finding herself along the way.

KEY SELLING POINTS
•	 An unusual love story
•	 With its spirited, diverse, and flawed characters, this romantic fiction brings a unique view to the 
profoundly human roller coaster ride of love and loss

•	 A unique family and community constellation
•	 A coming of age story with universal appeal (for all genders and races)
•	 Portrays the crucial element of music in our lives
•	 A journey towards acceptance and joy through the dark depths of trauma
•	 A unique story of finding our way back to nature: in the earth and in our bodies
•	 Unique insight from years of leading workshops in finding our breath and voice
•	 No other book weaves together these themes         

MARKETING
•	 Author will promote on her well-established website and blog and Facebook, LinkedIn, Instagram and 
Bluesky social media platforms.

•	 Reviews & endorsements will be collected through current relationships while networking with new 
influencers, genre blogs and niche media.

•	 Extensive email marketing campaign will be sent using author’s contact lists.
•	 Author will participate in book tours, talks and book signings.

AUTHOR BIO
Deborah Jeanne Weitzman is a native New Yorker who has traveled the world. Like a 
sailor of the soul and hopeless romantic, these travels have defined and informed her 
writing. A truth seeker, she’s always looking for a spontaneous encounter and a chance 
to laugh. Her memoir Pandora Learns to Sing is available on Amazon. A touring singer-
songwriter – with many TV and Radio appearances – her original music has won 
numerous awards with ASCAP. Her recordings can be found on Spotify and other online 

platforms. Her musical, Island in the Storm, won several grants for live performances in Oslo, Norway. She 
has studied writing at New Paltz State, Bennington College, and Stanford University. The Sinking of the 
Leonardo da Vinci is her first novel.
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